
New Project 2013 – Floating Hide 

Today, I have finished my first “floating Hide”. The float consists of U-PVC pipe 6 "(160 mm), all shape 
and ends were completely glued. The Hide has a total length of 1300 mm, width of 950 mm and high 
of 1150 mm. 
  
The framework for the camouflage tent was made of 20 mm PE pipe with PP fittings. (Everything you 
need for irrigation in the country here). At the elbows and pipe ends of the float, were 4 PVC fittings 
with ½ "female thread pasted, the bond I have additionally reinforced with a rosette of U-PVC. To 
stabilize the structure, I have inserted still into the PE pipes 10 mm preformed Aluminium tubes. 
  
The camouflage tent is made from a mosquito net that I have sewn a fine-meshed camouflage net on 
the front and on the sides. The second layer consists of a coarse military camouflage. The camouflage 
tent will be held on the PVC frame with Velcro. 
  
Attaching the camera and the lens on a sturdy wooden frame, I used an Aluminium Plate with 3/8 
"screw sed. The 600-lens and camera is fixed on a Benro Gimbal Head 2 or a Sirui K30x. 
  
The wooden frame was clamped on the buoyancy by means of bottom transverse mounted wooden 
boards and 4 threaded rods M8. In addition, I have the wooden frame with reinforced fabric tape 
attached on the float 
  
The lower terminal boards are always in the water and serve to stabilize the raft to counteract the 
swimming movements of the two pipe body instability water.  
  
I installed a drawer under the wooden frame, consisting of a 550 x 350 x 130 mm flat plastic tray. This 
is handy for carrying various accessories and refreshments. Additional buoyancy with approx. 25 kg 
as a reserve available is through the bucket.  
  
For the Transport with my pickup, truck bed length 1.25 m, I screwed-up the Hide construction. The 
total weight complete with camera and EF600 is 17 kg. The carrying capacity of the float is designed 
for 50 kg (+ 20), so still some reserve available. The Assembly requires approximately 10 minutes. 
Depending on the location, I will supplement the camouflage outside with natural materials locally 
and fit into the environment.  
  
My waders allow a maximum water height of 1.2 m. I'm I so standing in the recording position in a 
camouflage tent, sitting (ALU - folding chairs) or keep on my knees in the water.  
  
The motifs are with controller right angle viewfinder or Smartphone with DSLR beta and live view 
focusing, as camera is mostly VF with 5DII and focal length 600 mm + 1, 4 x TK used come. 
  
According to the reports known to me, the birds come very close to the "floating hide" without giving 
great suspicion. However, the respect of the nature photographers towards the animals always 
priority. 
  
End of theory and production, now comes the 2nd part with testing and hopefully a lot of good shots. 
  
Regards,  Albert 
 
 
 
 


